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Bi Ee Saas 
GENSRAL PLAN OF STUDY 


The field study described herein was made by the Office of Cooper- 
ative uxtension Work, U. S. Department of Agriculture, and the sxtension Serv- 
ice of the Massachusetts Agricultural College cooperating. 


it was planned as the first of a series of studies to determine the 
cumulative results of club wrk over a tem of years and the relative effec- 
tiveness of some of the agencies and methods employed. This study is closely 
related to the general studies of the effectiveness of extension work pre- 
viously made in several states.* 


Method of Colleéting Data 


The data were collected ty Federal and State administrative and 
supervisory officers during May, 1925. Calls were made at all farm and vil- 
lage homes in the rural area selected and informtion obtained from adults, 
club members and young people of club age, but not in club work. In the 
urban area only club members or their parents were interviewed. Where the 
members of the family involved were not at home, the data were obtained fron 
the other members of the family. Comparable information was recorded on sur- 
vey forms prepared for the purpose. (Figs. A and 3, pp. 28-31.) Form “At 
was used in interviewing adults regarding boys! and girls! club work and 
form "B" in interviewing club members and young people of club age but not 
in club work. 


In order to enable those making the survey to ask intelligent 
questions and to appraise accurately the different situations confronting 
them, the extension agents employed in Middlesex County furnished detailed 
information regarding the development and present organization of club work 
in the area selected. 


Areas Studied 


Middlesex County, Mass., was selected for the field study because 
of the large volume of club work which has been done during the years cooper- 
ativa extension work has been carried on in the county, its similarity to the 
varying conditions found ~ithin the State, anc the interest of the county ex- 
tension workers in the study. Like 911 of Massachusetts, Middlesex County is 
very densely populated, with numerous large cities within short driving dis- 
tance from the farms in the most rural parts of the county. Selccted data 
relating to agricultural conditions in Middlesex County are given in Table l, 


os 


* Towa, Colorado, California, and New York. 
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Table 1. = Genernl Information Relating to Agricultural 
Conditions in Middlesex County 
(Census Statistics, 1920.) 


Total popuintion-------~--------------------------- ene ern 278 , S52 
Worber of faras----- a a at Pu pa meat abe et ae oe ai oe 4,446 
Sumber of nntiv e-born farmers------------------ char onions = #5) pee mania mea AON 3,127 
Nuiber of foreign-born farmers~-------- sain tenetaieanelas re AP aati oy Rome ent ik a Nad ea 1,510 
Per cent of land area in fams------- sstaseaienladinanantiiaterhe sac on om eno lyon ioe 48.5 
Avernge acreage per farm-------------- Tae eoreme Sa a a a 67.8 
Averoge value of all property per farm--------------- aoa aD anata * pil, 28 
Averege value of fama land per ncro-------------------------------- $76 . 75 
fer cent of farms operated by ommers----------------------------- re 87.9 


in order to obtain a representative rural aren within the county, a 
eg sat section was selected, including the towns* of Carlisle and Sedford, 
early all of the towns of Westford and portions of ae Concord, illerica 

Re Chelmsford. This aren is typically rural in spite of its proximity to 
»oston and other large cities of enstern Masenchusetts. The only villages in- 
cluded in this area are ce Aue id small trading conters. Dairying, poultry- 
raising, fruit growing end mirket gardening mre the predeminant agricultural 
enterprises. 


Insomuch »s cluv work is also conducted in the urban parts of Middle- 
sex County, the Maplewood school section of the city of Malden was also studied. 
Club work has been well established in Malden for a number of years, and since 
the war a full-time loenl club agent has been employed by the city school board. 


brier History and Flan of Orennization of Olub 
Work: in Middlesex < County 


axtension work was well under my in Middlesex County in 1915, as in- 
Gicated by the semiannual and annunl reports on file in the Federal office of 
the sxtensioa Service. In 1016 this work was formally organized under the nme 
of the "Middlesex County Farm Burenu" and is now knowm as the "Middlecex County 
axtension Service." In October, 1917, the advisory board voted to employ a full- 
time club agent, and PsOeMres the gervices of Miss Lovise Pry. In Septaiuve 
1318, Robert F. Trask was employed as county club agent with Miss Fay as his as- 
sistant. In Septenber, 1919, a second assistant agent ts employed. From that 
time three full-time club agents Inve handled the work. 


* The term "torm" in Massachusetts corresponds to the term "township" used in 
other sections of the country. 
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Table 2. - Names and Periods of Service of County wxtcnsion 
Agents imployed in Middlesex County 


County agricultural 


Hone demonstration 


County club 


agent : YC A oh CM ie cei pein laees SEEN tr Aba 


Froderick A. Castle) 


Albert W. Doolittle) apa 


R. H. Upton, 
May, 1917 = January, 1918 


John BD. Abbott, 


september, 1917 - Decenber, : 


1g19 


A. R. Jenks, Assistant, 
April, 1918 - July, 1920 


G. G. Tilleon, 
December, 1919 - February 
1925 


R. W. Donaldson, Assistant, 
March, 1925 = 


Janes W. Dayton, Assistant, 
May, 1924 - 


A. F. MacDougall, 
March, 1925 - 


- @¢s wa 


a 8 ee 8 


ae 


<n «2 © 88 or 28 48 


Alma G. Halbower, 
May, 1917 = October 
1918 


Ruth D, Daley, Assistant 


January, 1918 - January: 


ya, 


Ida S. Herrington, 
February, 1919 - Nov- 
euper, (1929 


7 


Frances Toner, Assistant: 


March, 1919 = August, 
phen ee 


Margaret R. ullison, 
pecenver, 1919 = 
October, 1921 


: Elizabeth Hendry, 


Novenber, lo2l = 


Nellie P. Draper, As- 
sistant, September, 
inci = 


louisa Patterson, As- 
sistant, Septenber, 
1923 - December, 1924 


Beatrice Billings, 
Assistant, July, 1924 


ao fe 


Louise Fay, 
November, 
Vals 


1917 = June 


Jennie Angus, Assistant 
May, 1918 - September 
1918 


: Rebert P. Trask, 


October, 1919 = Zebru- 


ary, 1923 


Assist- 
pe RS Bo 


Dorothy Stockin, 
ant, September, 
September, 1920 


George ou. wJrickson, 
February, 1920 


: Marion 2, Forbes, Ag 


or ar oe #6 


sistant, September, 
1920 - 


Helen Veselak, Assist- 
ant, June, 19235 - June 
1924 


Tena Bishop, Assistant, 
July, 1924 - 
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Doys' and girls! club work has had the full support of the school 
departments in all parts of Middlcsex County. A large nurber of the local 
Jcaders are teachers. In many of the towns the granges, fairs, parent- 
veachers! associations, women's clubs, and other organizations are also co- 
opernting. #ach spring the winter club season is brought to a close with an 
exhibit and achievement program in every town, to acquaint the farm and vil- 
inge people with the accomplishments of the boys and girls completing club 
projects. Turing the last two years many of these have been held in conjunc- 
tion with the "saxtension Service Movies." Five field days are held each 
suumer in as many sections of the county. A county club encampment is also 
held each year. 


In 1920 a junior directors! organization was formed, made up of 
one outstanding club member from each town. It is the director's duty to 
further club work in his tom in every way possible. Meetings are held 
twice a year. The fall meeting is usually held on the same day as the an- 
nual meeting of the extension service. At this meeting the junior directors 
report the accomplishments of club work in their respective towns. 


From June, 1919 to July, 1924 each club member received monthly a 
club paper called the "Achievement Club Messenger." Since then this club 
paper has been a part of the "Middlesex County Bulletin" published, monthly 
by the county extension sarvice. 


For a number of years the outstanding club members have been a- 
warded a two-day trip to the Massachusetts Agricultural College at Amherst. 
seventy club members are chosen annually, making it possible to have prac- 
tically every town in the county represented. The county champions also 
attend the Champions! Cnmp at the State College, and a number each year go 
to the inter-state club encempment at Springfield, Mass. 


Practically all clubs hold regular meetings, usually once in two 
weeks, and follow a definite program formulated by the members under the 
guidance of the local leader. at the beginning of the club year. 


It is difficult to determine when club work was started in the 
torms studied.. Reports on file indicate that definitely organized club 
work wos well under way in Westford, Acton, Concord, and Dedford in 1920, 
and in Carlisle in 1922, while that in the Maplewood school:aren of Malden 
was well under way ns early as 1918. 


EFFLCTIVANSSS OF BOYS! AND GIRLS' CLUB WORK IN RuACHING RURAL HOMES 


Doys' and girls' club work aims to help farm boys and girls to par- 
ticipate along with their parents and neighbors in the establishment of better 
practices in agriculture and home making in their own communities, thereby en- 
abling them to come in contact with the best in community life and to develop 
as useful, public-spirited citizens. The effectiveness of boys! and girls! 
club work may be mensured by the extent to which it has gained entrance to 
rural homes, by its influence upom the sprend of better agricultural and home- 
making practices, and by an aroused community interest in rural affairs. 
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As club work has been conducted in Massachusetts, greater emphasis has been 

placed upon the development of boys and girls than upon improvement in farm 

and home practices. ‘ 

Table 3, - General Information Relating to Farms and Homes 
Included _ in Study 


eee 


ee eee ee nee tes SPOR Se Orem eae 
Iten : Number: Percentage. 


—_- 


farm and, home records obtained---------.------.-.1...--} B56: 100.0 
Country records9-<---=.-.-2--2---~ nan nee ee : 564 3: 65.9 
Village records----------=------- te Ahem Naede A tere) anaes VS, 202: 34.1 
Qwnerg-----+--+------------------------- pan hc ng eS : 669 : 78.2 
Tenants~---=--=+----~----+-.~-~-------- 1. ---------+----= ; ley 21.8 
Homes with telephones---------------.--~----------------; ABA 3 86.5 
Years in community---~--------------------------------- : 17.4: sf 
Located on hard. roads------~----~-~---~-------.-.-+--.<-~< : 398 3 46.5 
lo@ated On gravel Toa d¢+-—s—-2-- a aes ee : S143 25.0 
Located on dirt roads----------------- aa ae ee a ee : gaa s 28.0 


Knowledge of Boys' and Girls! Club Work 


The records indicate that 84.7 per cent (Tnble 4) of the total mun- 
ber of families interviewed were acquainted with the work, although in only 
27.7 per cent of the families have young people been enrolled as club members. 


Table 4. — Knowledge of Boys! and Girls! Club Work 


en at 


Item ,__t Number! Percentage 
Records obtained~--------------------------------------- : B56) 1% 100 .Q 
Families with boys and girls in club work-------------- ; por es altel 
Fonilies with no boys and girls in club work, but who : : 
have seen the project work of club members------------ : iva. 15,0 
Other families who are familiar with club work------+-~3 ot ee 206d 
Families who have only read of club work--------------- : 143 16 t 
Total families hoving knowledge of club work through : 
experience, observation, and reading---~------~--------- 4 (0 84.7 


ros 


ee ee rene EY ote meee 


The widespread knowledge of club work in the area studied is doubtless 
due to a number of factors. The iocal exhibits, however, and public team demon- 
strations by club members (Table 5) have been outstanding in calling attention 
to the work. Of the families interviewed, 51.8 ver cent mentioned having seen 
ipeai clump exhibits; i8.i°per cént, county exhibits; and 4.9 per cent, club 
exhibits at the Hastern States Exposition at Springfield, Mass. 
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Of the families interviewed, 26.7 per cent had attended local public 
demonstrations given by club members, while only 7.3 per cent hed attended clu® 
demonstrations at county events, and 2.7 at the HZastern States ixposition. 


It will be noted that in the case of both the exhibit and the public 
demonstration, approximately three times as many people participated in the 
local activities as in the county activities; while fully 10 times as many 
people were reached by local activities as by similar activities at the Eastern 
States wxposition at Springfield, Mass. 


Table 5. - #xhibits Seen and Public Demonstrations Attended 


aches od Woke us SMO seaae NIRS ; Number : Percentage 
FBO He CG ap te oes eo i wk oe als mi Viera ati alle gins mi motion * 856 ; 100.0 
Families informed regarding club work---------------- es 725: p4.7 
Fonilies reporting having seen: : : 
local exhibits--------~~-------~--.~--.~--~..---~-+~- ----: 444; o1.8 
County exhibits---------~----------------------------- ~~} 150 4 18,1 
Hastern States Exhibits--------~---------~-------~------ : 42 3 4.9 
Families represented at public demonstrations by club : 
menbers: : 
local--------~-------------------~---~------------+------- : Beene 26.7 
County ----------------- waw-------- ------ at hlaiatenebanataneietetaan : 63 7.3 
astern States~-------------~--------------------------- : eo} e.7 


terre ree en 


A factor not mentioned in Table 5 is the use of motion pictures* in 
acqunainting farm families with club work. Two hundred and twenty-nine fanilies 
or «6.7 per cent of the total number, reported having attended the "club movies. 
Publicity* given club work in the county newspapers may also account, ina 
measure, for the general knowledge of club work in the area surveyed, During 
1924, 1,040 column inches of spnee in 36 of the papers serving Middlesex County 
were given over to club work. 


Participation in Doys' and Girls! Club Work 


7 The data collected show that 60.6 per cent (Table 6) of the families 
interviewed have children, ond that 41.2 of the families hnve children of club 
age (10 to 20 years). These percentages obtain fairly well in the other States 
where extension field studies** have been made and would seem to be a fairly 
accurate standard for any rural section. 

i The extension service of Middlesex County employs a specialist for exten- 
Sion motion pictures, and .lso a publicity agent. 


** WA Study of 549 Farms in Marshall County, Iowa, 1523"; "A Study of 1,225 
Faros in Chenango, Monroe, and Jefferson Counties, N. Y., 1923-24"; "A Study 
of 765 Farms in Logan County, Colo., 1924"; "Study of 1,415 Farms in Stanis- 
laus and Butte Counties, Cali., 1924," 
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In this afen the percentage of boys and girls in club work (54,4 per 
cent) exceeds that of the areas studied in other States. The fact that Mid- 
dlesex County employs more club agents than the other counties studied accounts, 
in part at lenst, for the larger percentage. It should be noted in this con- 
nection that 67 per cent of the families with boys and girls of club age have 
had young people in club work. 


Table 6. - Participation in Boys' and Girls! Club Work 


Wa Are i SG Rl SS EE. Tten pale _i Number : Percentage 
Prt ane nome records GDtAiNed —-—--woe-o- een semen aee 3 856 3: 100.0 
Families with chi ldren------+.- ~<~.- a4 ern einen nee Dt at 60.6 
Fanilies with boys and girls of club age (10 to 20 eee) goo. 4 41.2 
Fanilies with boys and girls in club work--------------- : Bort. pier 
Percentnge of families with boys and girls of club age : : 

a ec erg ate Sts, cen niga vail el Sosa ne hc or osu, near bn Biv arenas : ee ahs ude | 
Muaber of boys and girls of club aga-~------~~---=-+..--< Ga Reel 
Narber of boys and girls in club work------------------- Ne 2 Wee 54,4 
Avernge maaber of projects per club member-------------- : 1,55: - 
Mvoernge Gunber of yeare in club work------<----.«002--s.- $ 1.5 2 - 


Table 6 shows that the average number of yenrs in club work is 1.5, 
and that the average number of projects taken in this length of time is 1.55, 
This is discussed more fully on page 19. 


Contacts with .xtension Avents and Lo¢al Lenadors 
Regarding Loys' and Girls! Club Work 


Information was obtained in each home visited regarding the con- 
tacts between members of the farm family and representatives of the county and 
State extension offices on club work, throvgh farm and home visits, office calls, 
attendance at meetings, correspondence, or othervise. Seventy-five per cent of 
the families with boys and girls of club age reported having had such contact 
with extension workers. (Table 7.) Contacts with club agents regarding club 
work, of course, far outrenched those with the other extension agents. 
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Table 7. - Contacts with Jxtension Agents and Iocal leaders 
Regarding Club Work 


: Percentage of families :Percentage 


nL IS 


iten :Number: with boys and girls of : of all 
fedbtenen: inant et Rat ; : 01D a2e eames es 


ve 
ee 


Records obtained-------+-+---.= wns-~} 8563 ; 100.0 
Families with boys and girls of club: : : 
OG O---~------- ---- -- -- = - = +--+ eu S56.: 100 41,0 
Fanilies having had contact regard- i ; : 

ing club work with any extension :‘ : : 

WO PKETS-<—- nn eee eee oe > 266 3 (isere : 31.1 
Club agent------------------------! 246 : 69.7 : 28.7 
County agent---------------~-~----- nay irs 13.3 : 5.9 
Hone demonstration agent---------- Hie SO: 2 8.5 : 3.5 
Specialists---------------- w------ é a Oak : 3.7 
State club leaders------------~--- She 3 32.7 ‘ 9.2 

Families having contacts with local : : : 
club lenders----------~--.--+------ Paes 2 91.5 : 37.7 


The data indicate, however, the active support given the work by all the county 
extension agents. The State club lenders have made contacts with nearly one 
out of every four homes with boys and girls of club age. The importance of 
local leaders in junior extension work as conducted in Middlesex County is 
brought out by the fact that the number of families reporting contacts with 
local leaders equaled 91.5 per cent of the fnmilies with boys ond girls of 

club age and 37.7 per cent of all families. 


Proctices Changed Due to the Influence of Boys! and Girls! Club Work 


Since the beginning of club work, much importance has been attached 
to its effectiveness in changing farm and home practices.* While this objec- 
tive hans not been emphasized in Middlesex County, Mass., Table 8 shows that 
16.2 per cent of the families interviewed reported having changed practices 
due to the influence of club work. 

* A farm or home practice adopted is a new or improved practice adopted on a 
farm or in a home as a result of extension teaching. Examples: Spraying of 
potatoes for disease, canning of fruits and vegetables, use of bnlanced rations, 
and bread-making. 
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Table 8. - Practices Changed Due to Influence of Boys! and Girls! Club_ Work 
CS CE eR ON 


ile batt Iten : Number : Percentage 
Records obtained------------~.---- ee ee a oe eres OI 8 100.0 
Families with boys and girls in club work----------. -----! for ut Hd ae d 
Families reporting some practices changed---------------- $1 US ae 16.2 
Practices changed per fanily---~----.-.~.- --~------ ------- : eos * 
Fanilies reporting agricultural practices changed-------- : Beit 6.5 
‘gricultural practices changed per family--~-----~-.-.. mms eae - 
Fanilies reporting home-economics practices changed------ ; Loh ae Lae 


Hone=econonmics practices changed per fnmily------------- =! 1.4 


a AE a LE TRS OC Ss EN tte arnt, 


renee 


The number of families (139) reporting changed practices due to clib 

Work seeis low then compared to the number of families (237) having had boys 
and girls in club work, ‘he short length of time, 1.5 years, club members re- 
main in club work (Trble 6, page 2) undoubtedly has an important benring. 

This probably is too short a time for a 12 to 14-year-old boy or girl to te- 
come sufficiently proficient to be convincing to adults. It is also probably 
true that more fanilies were influenced by club work than so reported, owing 
to a natural unwillingness for adults to give full credit to the work of young 
people. 


Methods ond Azencies Which Influenced Chanzes in Practices 


In connection with each practice reported changed as the result of 
club work, an effort was made to lernrn which of the methods employed in club 
work had, in any way, been responsible. This was difficult information to 
obtain since in many cnses the chanzed practices were due to the cumulative 
effect of several methods, none of which was outstanding. In Table 9 the 
methods are listed nccording to their relstive frecuency in being reported. 
This table shows the importance of the result demonstration conducted on the 
farm or in the home of the club member in influencing a change of practice -- 
69.1 per cent of all those changed being attributed, in some mensure at least, 
to the junior result demonstration. * 


> ° ” - * s 
* <A jonior result demonstration is a demonstration carried on by a farm boy or 
girl under the direction of the extension service, involving a substantial per- 
iod of time, record of results, and comparisons, 
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Bulletins seem to have had more effect in changing practices than 
meetings or method demonstrations.* 


exhibits, although an important factor in acquainting people with 
the work (Table 5), do not seem to have had much effect in actually changing 
practices. According to Table 9, the four most effective methods in order of 


their importance were result demonstrations, bulletins, method demonstrations, 
and general meetings. 


The term "indirect" was used when it was found impossible to iden- 
tify the particular methods responsible for the change in practice. 


Inble 9. = Methods Which Influenced Changes in Practices 


Iten slits rat Number i Percentage 
Practices changed as a result of club work----- ------- ---3 214 ; 100.0 
Changed practices due to influence of following methods: : : 
Result demonstrations (Junior)-------- Shas es a an ign te eS 148 : 69.1 
Dulletins -------~------.- worn e+ + : 43: 20.4 
Method denonstrations----------- we ----------------+---- ; att 12.6 
Meetings----- Oe eee ne em He + sit SA igh Se ne Oe ies A in eda : So os O25 
Farm and hone visits--+-.--..6~ -.ene == ~7-------- --=? By Ove 
oxhibits-------~-~-.- ean nn - +--+ wee ee a! oo 268 
Indirect--------------- ----------- ~--+---------- w------ : 5 3 2.3 
Correspondence=-------~---------- mena ------ eae anna : 3 3 1.4 
Circular letter--------------- hala alee leet : 2% 9 
News service-------------- Semen el Sa Hel OR er ih rape : 2 “9 


ee 


Table 10 indicates not only the assistance rendered by the different 
extension agents and the local club leaders relative to club work, but also the 
value of such assistance in the minds of lacal people. The influence of the 
club agent was rentioned in connection with 95.8 per cent of the 214 practices 
reported as being changed, while that of the local club leader was mentioned in 
connection with 67.8 per cent of such changed practices. 


Table 10, - sxtension Agents Who Influenced Changes in Practices 


item ; Number : Pescentage _ 

Total practices changed------ Wt nan me en =: ola 3 100.0 
Changed practices due to influence of: - : 

Club agent------------ oe en ae a a wren nan ---- meee OD Ne Toee 

County agent-------+---------------------~----------+- -- Bais Swe 

Home demonstration agent--------------- wee +--+ : Rha - 

Specialist------------------------------------------+- hans wu ee 4.2 

State club leader---------------------- Poe i a m3 1633 eb 

local leaders----------- ho be ae A OR Oe he Ott ai mh oe VPage 67.8 


— 


nr nn A a ee 
* A method demonstration is a demonstration given by an extension worker, train- 
ed leader, or club member, to a group for the purpose of showing then how to 
carry out a practice. 
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Club Membership as Related to Homes Changing Practices 


Club work seems to exert considerably sreater influence on changes in 
practices on the farms and in the homes where club members live than elsewhere. 
(Table 11.) Fifty-one per cent of the families having boys and girls in club 
work reported changes in practices as compared with 3 per cent of the families 
without club members. 


Table il, - Relationship of Club Membership to Practices Changed 


eee 


2 


: : Percentage ‘Number > Percentage 
Item ‘Number: of all : club : ~° reporting 
families ‘tmembersichanged practices 


- ee nee 


Sonilies having boys and girls : : ik ln : 

inv@lub work------------------3; 237 : 28 2 «S71: 51 
Foemilies not having boys and : : : : 

girls in-‘¢lub work-------------: 619 ; 72 ; m2 } 


In Table 12 the ratio of families changing practices due to junior re- 
sult demonstrations to families with boys and girls in club work is brought out. 
It will be noted that although the nunber of families reporting changed prac- 
tices due to all methods of club work may seem low when compared to the number 
of families having had boys and girls in club work (Page 7), the proportion of 
fomilies influenced to change practices by junior result demonstrations is 
slightly higher in the Massachusetts area than in the combined areas of four 
States where sinilar studies have been made. 


Table 12. - Ratio of Fanilies Changing Practices, Due to 
Junior Result Denonstrations, to Families With 


Boys and Girls in Club Work 


ee NR AR a 


Item :Mossachusetts: Four States* 

Records obtained-----~-------------------- m----- -3 856 : 4261 

Fanilies with boys and girls in club work-------- : eo? : 653 

Per cent of all fanilies----~------------------ : 28 i ihe) 
Haniilies influenced by junior demonstrations to : : 

change practices-------------------- -=---=-- eae temaal 99 : 248 
Per cent of families with boys and girls in : : 

club work----------- +---------~---------- an H} 42 : 58 


| 
| 


* New York, Colorado, California, and Massachusetts. 
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Other Factors Influencing Club Membership and Changed Practices 


While the methods employed in club work have undoubtedly exerted con- 
siderable influence on club enrollment and the adoption of improved farm and 
home practices, there are other factors, such as place of residence, condition 
of home occupancy, size of farm, type of farming, and the like, which have also 
had an important benring. The discussion which follows deals with some of 
these factors relative to club membership and changed practices. 


Place of residence. - Of the 856 families interviewed, 292 or 24 per 
cent lived in village homes with less than 5 acres of land; 134 or 16 per cent 
in country homes with less than 5 acres of land; while 430 or 50 per cent lived 
in farm homes with 5 or more acres of land. (Table 13.) It should be noted that 
club work in the area studied is reaching nearly as many boys and girls in the 


Table iS. - Place of Residence as Related to Club Membership and 
Changed Practices 


: Number :Percentage: Percentage : Percentage 
Flace of Residence ps tics ont IES ARE with reporting 


families: families : club members :changed practices 


ao 


. 
ae ae fer te 


Village with less than 5 : ; : 


acres of land------------ aerece: 34 : 30 : 18 
Country with less than 5 : 2 : ; 

acres of land------------ : 134 3 16 M 2s ; 10 
Farms - 5 acres of more---: 430 50 : 28 : alk 


ue we 
ne 


. 
* 


open country as in the villages, in spite of the relative ease with which club 
work is done in thickly populated centers; and that the percentage of prac- 
tices changed due to club work is proportionately the same in all three groups. 


Condition of Home Cccupancy. - Of the 856 families interviewed, 669 
or, 78.2 per cent reported that they owned their hores, while 21.8 per cent re- 
ported that they rented (Table 14). Home ownership seems to exert a distinct 
influence on club menbershipend on the adoption of improved practices in the 
area studied. Thirty per cent of the ovmers had boys and girls in civb work, 
whereas 20 per cent of the tenants had boys end girls in club work, wighteen 
per cent of the families vwho owned their homes were influenced to adopt prac- 
tices, whereas only 10 per cent of the tenant fanilies were so influenced. 


Table 14. = Relationshio of Condition of Home Uccupancy to 
ub Moabership and Changed Practices 


: Number : Fercentage : Percentage ; Percentage 
Item : of i of all : with reporting 
: families : families :;: club members : changed practices 
Owners------- a cas os Ot apn be 669 x 78.0 ‘ 30 : 18 
Renters------------- : 187 ; 21.8 p 20 : 10 


Se 
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Size of Farm. - For purposes of comparison, the 430 fams have been 
divided into three groups according to their relative size. (Table 15.) It 
will be noted that the size of farm seems to have an important bearing on the 
club membership and the adoption of improved practices in the area studied, in 
that the number belonging to clubs and the nunber of homes changing practices 
seem to increase proportionately with the size of the farm. 


Table 15. - Size of Farms as Related to Club Membership 
and Changed Practices 


—— 


: Number : Average : Percentage : Percentage 
Size (Acres) BG Set heel 3 with : reporting 
: farms : (acres) : club members : changed practices 
5 to 20-------------- -~: 132 : Ae es 23 10 
21 to 60----------- w--=-; 141 : Ce ee 26 : 1? 
61 and over------------: 157: 142 : 34 i 25 


Several rensons may nmccount for this relationship. On the larger 
farms there is usually more diversity in the enterprises undertaken, thus af- 
fording a greater opportunity for the adoption of practices being advocated. 
The fact that farming is apt to be taken more seriously as a business on the 
larger farms may make for a grenter open-mindedness townrd improved practices. 
In addition, hired labor, which is essential to large scale farming, makes it 
possible for farm families to attend more extension meetings than is possible 
on farms where little or no hired labor is employed. 


Value of Local Club Leadership 


From the beginning of the club movenent the local club leader has 
been recognized as an important factor in obtaining optimum results. In Mid- 
dlesex County, so important has the local lender been considered that, in 
some towms, the people have paid for such services. A few of these paid 
lenders were found in the area studied. 


Forty of the 856 families interviewed were represented by local club 
leaders, although 66 different iocal club lenders were reported as having fur- 
tisned;. (Table 16.) The remaining 26 were school tenchers or others living 
just outside the area. 


Table 16. - focal Club lendership 


Ao A ag : Number : Percentage 
Records obtained------ wane ee - - - - +--+ : Boba t 100.0 
Families represented by local leaders--~----------------- : AD ins 4.7 
Total number local leaders reported--------------------- : 66 3 3 
Families reporting contact with local leaders regarding :} : 
club work------------- wa --- ene ene = -- = Spire aa Seed, 
Total practices changed due to influence of club work---: 214 : 100.0 
Practices changed in connection with which influence of : : 
local leaders was reported------~---~--------------~~---- : LAS os 67.8 
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Nearly 68 per cent of the agricultural and hore-making practices 
changed, due to club work, were closely connected with the work of the local 
leader in the minds of the people interviewed. Those making the survey were 
repentedly impressed by the high regard in which these leaders were held by 
the local people. 


Most Desirable and Least Desirable Features of Boys' and Girls' Club Work 


All of the farmers and homemakers interviewed were asked to name 
what they considered the most valuable feature of club work. A reply to this 
question was received in the case of 302, or 35 per cent of all the families. 
From the point of view of the adult - father, mother, or neighbor, the actual 
doing of the work by the boy or girl on the farm or in the home is by far the 
most valuable feature of club work (Table 17). ‘Twoehundred and fifty-eight 
of the 302 replying, or more than 30 per cent of all the families placed the 
result demonstration first. The method demonstration meetin, the club meet- 
ing, and the exhibit are next in order. 


Table 17, - Features of Club Work Considered Most Valuable 


uit : Percentage of 
zo pe, A al Semi ace 
Records obtained-----~----------------~---+~---.---- : 856 ; 100,0 
Families expressing an opinion---~----------------- 4/208 : $5.3 
Fanilies considering the following features most ‘ : 
valuable: : 
Junior result demonstrations-~--------- a= ----- ew) : 30,1 
Method demonstration meetings~------------------- : B : One 
Club neetirgs---------------~------------+------- ; Ais ; 1.8 
duxhibits--------~-----+-~--------------------------- : is : 1.8 
Socinl aspects------------------~----------------+- : 4 : rs) 
Team demonstrations------------------------------ Z 3 : 4 
Competitive activities-------~-----------~------- ; 3 : 4 


An effort was made to obtain similar information regarding the features of 
club work least valuable but only 15 replies to this question were received, 
which, owing to their diversity, are of little significance. 

Suggestions for the Improvement of Boys! and Girls! Club Work 


Only 26.1 per cent of the families interviewed offered any sugges- 
tions for the improvement of club work (Table 18). Six per cent believed that 
the number of local leaders should be increased. More than twice as many sug- 
gested that the younger boys and girls, rather than the older boys and girls, 
be given first consideration. Since the younger boys and girls of club age 
are necessarily in school, the number who felt that club work should aim pri- 
marily to reach children in school is naturally closely related to the number 
sugSesting that club work reach the younger children. 
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Table 18. - Suggestions for the Improvement of Club Work 


a tp te 


Percentage of 


Res Seer ai eines PW eMedia Ves 
Records obtained-----.--~-------_~---.-.------~--.--! 856 : 100 ,O 
Families offering any suggestions----------------- ‘ 223 : 26.1 
Suzsestions made: : : 
Size of project be larger----------------------- : a aa 126 
Size of project be smaller---------- ------------; 4 Te 0.3 
local lenders be inc reased------ een + meena} BS ont 6.2 
local leaders be decreased------- ena ene --: ie ie - 
Requirements be made more rigid----- ~--------~ ---! Loe: 1.3 
Requirements be nade less rigid--------------- --: ery ts 0.6 
Rench older boys and girls primarily------- w--=-3 asp cd 5.0 
Reach younger boys ond girls ee ee 10) : LOGS 
Reach boys and girls in school--------- —--------! 66. 10,0 
Reach boys and girls out of school----------- ---3 Bae 4.0 


——— 


Influence of Club Work in the Community 


Those making the survey were often impressed by the enthusiastic re- 
plies to questions regarding the influence of club work on boys and girls and 
on the community. In a number of instances mothers reported that club work had 
been the means of changing the entire soirit of the home. Household tasks and 
farm "chores" viewed as drudgery before joining a club, became to many boys and 
girls interesting work when linked with other clu Votaruerce: Qne common tes- 
Gimonial from parents was that, since their young people had become club nex- 


bers, they no longer had to urge then to share in the home and farm responsi- 
bility. 


Although it is rather difficult to mmsure the effect of boys! and . 
girls’ club work on the cormmnity, many outstanding instances of what club work 
had meant to the community were brought to the attention of those making the 
study. Moreover, of all the families interviewed, 412 or 40 per cent reported 
definitely that club work had stimulated a greater interest in farm and home 
life, and 360, or 42 per cent reported that club work had effected a greater 
participation on the part of rural people in community affairs. 


Attitude Toward Boys' and Girls’ Club Work 


What is the attitude of rural people tomrd toys! and girls' club 
work since it hes becoue well established and since omple opportunity has been 
Ziven to judge its worth? In order to answer this question, partinlly at 
least, a record was mde of the attitude of the adult mezibers of the families 
interviewed. In 78.5 per cent of the homes visited the people were unquali- 
fiedly in favor of the work, 18.7 were indifferent, six-tenths per cent were 
opposed, and for 2.2 per pent of the homes visited, no attitude wis reported. 
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Table 19. — Attitude Toward Boys’ and Girls' Club Work 


eon ee 


Iten >) Mumber< : Percentage _ 
Records obtained-----<---+-------- -~ ----+- -- -- -- ------- =} 855 : 100.0 
Fanilies reported favorable to club work--------- aoe! 672 ‘ 78.5 
Families reported indifferent----------- Se eetone pin etait es 160 : ees 
“amilies reported opposed------- Nig ohh Rakanirne Dn) RRs egahe aetna 5 : 0.6 
No attitude reported-------------------~--~------------ -: 19 : of 


It is interesting to note that approximately four out of every five 
persons interviewed believe in the vnlue of club work. Since the opposition to 
club work in the area studied is almost negligible, there remains but the prob- 
lem of overcoming the indifference of the remaining fifth person. 


INFIUSNCS OF CLUB WORK ON BOYS AND GIRLS 


Boys' and girls! club work aims, by enlisting the aid of young people 
in improving their own communities, to develop them as useful, puolic-spirited 
citizens. The difficulty of mensuring the results from such work is recognized. 
The following methods of measuring the influence of club work on boys and girls, 
although inadequate, may be the means of giving some idea of what boys! and 
girls' club work does for the individual boy and girl. 


Information regarding the effectiveness of extension work as viewed 
by boys and girls was obtained with reference to the 371 boys and girls who 
were or previously hed been in club work, and the 311 boys and girls of club 
age not in club work, found in the 856 rural homes visited. In addition, sin- 
ilar information was obtained from 180 club manbers and fomer club members in 
the Maplewood school section in the city of Malden. 


General Informntion Regardin: 


Club Members 


The 371 rural boys and girls in club wetkgpresented 257 homes, while 
the 180 city boys and girls came from 152 homes (sable 20). The averange age of 
the club members and former club members was 14.3 years for the rural and 15.2 
years for the city area. <A large percentage of club members in both rural asé 
urban areas was reported in school, the avernge being 87.0 per cent. 


Table 20. = Age of Club Members and Percentaze in School 


ne ae Ce LS eR a RT a ES 


Iten Rae OP Urban 8" Oo fotel 
Nuober club menmbers------------- re, a7 : 180° 42 551 
Number homes represented---~---------------- ----!: 287 : Bote mes 389 
Avernge age of club menbers-----~---------------! 14.957 15.23 14.6 
Per cent club members in school---------------- : 85.7 3 89.5: 87.0 


It should be noted that the percentage of rural club members in school is lower 
than that of urban club menbers in school, although the difference is not great. 
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Reasons for Becoming Club Members 


The port played by different agencies in influencing boys and girls 
to take up club work has been a matter of much conjecture among club leaders. 
Table 21 is especially interesting in this connection. It shows in on out- 
standing way the support given the work by the school system in Middlesex 
County, 45.9 per cent of all club members beim interested through the school 
to take up the work. An additional 17.2 per cent were influenced to take up 
the work as the result of direct contact with extension agents. That 11.6 per 
cent were influenced by other club members is significant from the standpoint 
of what club members can be encouraged to do in helping to expand their om 
organization. It is »lso significant from the standpoint of adolescent psy~ 
chology. 


Table 21. ~ Reasons for Becoming Club Menbers 


— 


Item eee ees ban : Total 


me 


:Number:vercentage: Number ‘Fercentage :Number ‘Percentage 


Influenced to take up 


* 
oe 


club work through: ; : : H : H 

School ---+--------=-= $ 186- : S6.4. Dios 65.5 ano) 45.9 
ixtension agents----- : Bes ect a sae Gro a oe ne Lite 
Other club menbers---: or. £5,404 ey: Ka Se 64 : oO a 
Meetings and exhibits: 37: aOaUe L6% B devs Genie 9.4 
Local leaders-------- ; SL: Breet 2o.\% pee 60 : 10.9 
Parents-------------<= 3 6s pte) os =; OS Get’ f iink 1d 
Miscellnneous-------- : as ce kate tet Cn we. 16% 2.9 
No renson given------ : at 3S eet im is ee ule Bos 4,0 
Total---------------- peey a Md tC 198*;3 THOT 3) 66903 LOS Ga 


oe 


The small part played by parents in influencing their young people to 
take up club work is also significant. The importance of parents being inter- 
ested in having their boys amd girls do club tork hee long been recognized and 
an effort directed toward this end hns been expended. However, the data col- 
lected would seem to show that either more effort should be expended in this 
direction or better methods devised. In interpreting these dati, the apparent 
recognized influence of an outside agency over thnt of the "home folks" should, 
of course, be taken into consideration. 


Junior Result Demonstrations and Lenzth of Tirso Menbers Continue in wnch 


The four most popular junior result demonstrations conducted in the 
arenas studied were clothing, gardening, conning, ond poultry work. The food 
clubs, including the lunch-box, food, bread and supper club work, ranked fifth 
in popularity. In Tnble ee the different types of result demonstrations are 
arranged according to the relative frequency tith which they were reported in 
the rural area. 


* 18 gave two rensons. 
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Table 22. = Junior Result Demonstrations Carried on and 
Percentage of Club Members mmrolled in Zach 


Junior result a Rural : Urban : Total 
—_dshonstrations _ i Number :Percentage: Munber:F ercentage: Number :Percentaze 


° ‘ ° 


Total number of club 3 


s . 
* ° 


memb erg----+--~---_-.-- Ee Pe 106s 180: ys 6 ane ala ot ae 100 
Clothing -------.--.--+.-- ciate bs Vine 2O°0 § Bha Af.a see: 31.2 
Garden---~-~-----.--_. w=: 112; rt ee a aa Bot NAST ct £865 
Canning --+-+—<.-.-.-__.- y “lOO: rN lied ules ae Sy a a Sg 20.6 
Poultry-------------..- ~! 67 3 1 GY Cuan eS Da 22.8 ¢ 126 £269 
Handicraft t<mmammamaamny ——3 a. 8.4 : = 2 -- | <3 aie 5.6 
Lanch=box------ ~-------- Ree 3, 7.8: - 3 -- mors 5.3 
Pig---------------._ ewe=: 19: 51.3 =} -- ee 3-4 
Pood+------~---------e--; 18: 4.6%) 26 : 15? | | 46 8.3 
Bread-----~+.--+-.--.--_- hie eee 3.8 3 5: BiGat ae ae 3.4 
SUPP 6 2 9 iene terrae ge opens : 9: B44 =} -- 93 1,6 
Calf-----~-------.-_.. “=! 9: 24: - -- 3 oS 1.6 
POtd bm a me a rm in em 4: GIy) Iga - 3 -- 3} 4; 0.7 
COIN an eee ee eee : $3 O.8 + -: -- 3 aa. 0.5 
Miscellaneous----~----.=; 14: o.a 3 6 oie 3 20° 5.6 
Total---++----.-.._---+ ¢ 87003 lee rl RH 

poh 1 ES 2 pe Re ne eae WA ERS Se a SC 


The averoge length of time club meanders remain in club work is 1.54 
years. The overage number of result demonstrations carried on by a club member 
in the two arenas studied is 1.43 (Tnble 23). The percentage of the total nun~ 
ber of junior denonstrations conducted only one yeor is 62.8: two yenrs, 27.0; 
three years, 6.4; four years, 2.4; ond five years, 1.4. The close sinilarity 
in the data collected for rurnl and urban sreas should be noted. This sane 
simnilnrity as to the proportionate number of junior demonstrations conducted 
according to years hns been found to exist in other studies made. The short 
length of time toys and girls remain in club work is a serious wonkness. 


Table 23. - Length of Time Members Continue in Club Work 
LC LL LL A CT A CA AE Ct then nmap = ectn—feh ip senmempepeteneentes 


Iten mrad yo Urban se totas 
Total number club menbers--<+-.--.-+-._--; 271 : 180 ; 551 
Average nurber of years in club worke----; Meth" ,2 1,58. ¢ 1.53 
Average number result demonstrations : $ 
Carried on--------------.--+.------.--- ‘ 1.55: y a A 1.43 
Per cent of junior result demonstrations : : : 
carried on 1 year only---------.------~-; Biba. \)\°8 9.4 : 62.8 
beable @ YeQrs---------~+~-------_--- : Boi. 4 e968 or ee 
3 Yea rs-~--------- = = ---e: Bia) 3 6. Bint 6.4 
4 yearg~-------+----- odeteabatiaetameeeean ; 1.9 3: et 24 
5D YCQl Gran me eee ees A Brie Pinay: eres 1.4 
a eR ee seep airtel eindaptertnoeioraronsoneraeent nemrcomertcins ormegreess.® oosehennee.soro-inmusiig, hen on 
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Club Membership as Related to School Attendance 


Table 24 is of particular interest to those extension workers who 
are striving to rench, through club work, the boys ond girls out of school. 
The dnta collected show that 80 per cent of the boys ond girls of club age 
in the rural aren studied were in school ond that one out of two of all 
those in school were in club work. Of the 20 per cent of the boys and girls 
of club age not in school, two out of five were in club work. 


Table 24. = Club Menbershi as Related to School Attendance 


Iten : Number : Percentage 

Boys and girls of club EE OA Sie eh i os cans a es ena i 682 ; 100.0 
Boys BOE ea Es BNE SOLO | Cactperaschnn cs eusesieeeke si Ae ic cnet, 544 : 79 8 
Boys and girls in school and in club work--------; 313 : Sh 75 
POLE ja UPLB HOUTA BCG OT US kam aeutnwweneccme um : 133 : Boxe 
Loys and girls not in school but in club work----: 53 : 38.4 


Club Membership as Related to Membershiv in Other Junior Organizations 


In determining the rensons why more boys and girls of club age are 
not in club work, the argument is sometimes advanced that many such are af- 
filinted with other junior Omanizotions. This -»rzument does not seen to 
hold for the aren studied. (Table “cee tae ar every instance the number of those 
not in club work belonging to other Junior organizations was less than the 
number of boys and girls who, in addition to their club work, held membership 
in the boy scouts, girl scouts, camp fire girls, or other junior organiza- 
tions. It should be noted that only one-third as many boys and girls were in 
the boy scouts, girl scouts, and similar orgonizntions as were in boys! and 
girls! club work. 


Table 25, - Membership of Rural Boys and Girls (10 to 20 Years) 


in Junior Organizations 


Pt ae A tte nenserenne 
ftan >__In_ club work =: Not in club work: Total 
) :Nunber:P erc entage :Nugber:lercentage :Number:Percentage 


« . « 
. aa , 


te 


Doys ond girls in 


. 
. 


* oe as oo. 
t- «<< a 


GTOUPS~---—-----------3 371: ps Ce Tey Sim ak 100.0 682 100.0 
Members of boy scouts-: 40: Die fess 6.4 607% 8.8 
Members of girl scouts: ans 4.8 : Lon Seert Sls 4.5 
Members camp fire : : : : : ; 

§irls---~------------. ; b\:? aio? 4; L.3 2 2 ae 1.3 
Members other boys! : ; : : : : 

end girle! clubs----- Sy RE Be: ey. Oc SP alla dak 3.9 


* Includes 14 club members outside 10 to 20-year group. 
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Rurnl Boys and Girls Not in Club Work 


A study of boys end girls of club age not in club work is of in- 
pervance to club lenders in formulnting plans to rench o larger number of 
young people. In the rur-l area selected the opportunity for such a study 
WAS recognized. From the data collected it was found thot 32,9 per cent of 
the families have young people of club age not enrolled in the work (Table 
26). Of the total number of boys ond girls of club nge (682), 45.6 per 
cent or nerrly one-half were not in club work. The avernge age of young 
people of club age not in club work (14.5 years) was practically the sane 
as that of club members (14.3 years, Thble 26). 


The number of rural boys and girls of club age not in club work 
but in school, was reported to be 226, thich is 72.6 per cent of the total 
nuber of young people of club age not in club work, ‘This percentage is 
much lower than that of club nenbers in school (85.7 per cent, Table 20), 


The records show that only 20.0 per cent of the boys and girls 
of club age not in club work had had any contact with extension agents. 
Over two-thirds of such boys and girls had never attended a club event nor 
were they acquainted with any boys and girls in the work. 


Table 26. - Rural Boys and Girls of Club Aze not in Club Work 
a a Aas eT ee 


No Se ec, a __:__ Number: Percentage 
Number of families having boys and girls of club age: 353 : 100.0 
Number of fonilies having boys and girls of club age: : 

BRET) DU RD Eg trey ms ms Sa t-te ig open sng tren en en 2 116 : eee 
iuier Of Dcye and girls of club age--«-----naa--uo_: 682 : 100.0 
Number of *oys and girls of club age not in ¢lun : ; 

TO TK mm mr i ee ee tee tee ne mene : S11 : 45.6 
Avernge age of boys and girls of club oge not in : : 

CTD © 10 Time en in een me en en : 14.5 
Number of boys and girls of club age not in club : 

Be BU AT SCHOO Lome ona rive mre nein em Sm ype : ecb : 72 6 
Contact made with extension agents------------_-_--- : 62 : 20.0 
Contact inde with representative of college---------:; 13 : 4.2 
fequaintance with other boys and girls in club work-: 100 32.1 
Avtendime At Club events--~<--—-..-. -— +--+ --- f 99 : ole 


Whnt Members Like About Club Work 


The young people interviewed were questioned as to that they liked 
and disliked about club work. Some did not make écfinite replies and sone 
mentioned more thin one thing. In Table 27 are enumerated, according to their 
relative frequency, the phnses of boys! and girls! club work that seen to ap- 
peal especially to club members. Forty-seven young people reported that they 
liked everything. 
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The two phases of club work for which members showed by far the 
most preference in both the rural and urban arens were the meetings plus 
socinl activities ond the result demonstration work. As might be expected 
in the rural area, the younz people ronked the meetings and socinl activities 
above the result demonstrations work, while in the urban area the boys and 
girls indicated that they liked the actual result demonstration work better 
than the meetings and social activities connected with club work. The other 
phases of club work such as trips, tours, lendership, and competitive activ- 
ities ranked necessarily low because of the comparatively limited number of 
members who have participated in then. 


To the question, "What do you dislike about club work" 90 replied 
that there wns nothing that they disliked, the answers of the 60 others re- 
plying, of too diverse nature to tabulate, are significant from the stand-= 
point that there seemed to be no general criticism of club work by the club 
menbers interviewed, Sixteen mentioned disliking some phase of their result 
demonstration work, as basting, darning, woshing dishes, weeding, and clean- 
ing out the henhouse. Ten reported that they did not like to write the club 
story, while seven reported that they did not like to keep club records. 


Table 27. - Whst Members Like About Club Work 
OCS I LS ELECTED genders ting reste eareati mgt 


Then 2 te Eee ‘ Urban ; Total 
:Nunber:Percentage :Number :Percentage:Nunber ‘Percentage 
Meetings and social : : : : : es 
activities------------ POO) 2946 ten GE oo 6 GS 9 y 36a s aden 
Result demonstration : : : : : : 
Work-----=-----~------; Se A 15 .4 : 83 46.1 ; 140 0\.4 
Club events such as ‘ : : eae 
trips, and so forth---; 22: 5.9 : 1? 9.4 Pee oe tad 
leadership work-------- : Yee 1.9 : Bit 0.6 8 1,4 
Knowledge gnined------- : pS 4,0 rans oso Ph Sars 4.0 
Competitive activities-: B84 See 3 La? : Sac Bae 
Miscellaneous---------- ; 30 8.1 : 184 10.0 PAB acy 
TLE SES LST CL OTTER EEE AIC A tO ee i NN ier ieeeroe ne ee 


Development of Leadership 


Boys! and girls! club work seeks to develop leadership through activ- 
ities which afford an opportunity for young people to assume responsibility 
conmensurate with their ability. Such activities include meetings of organized 
groups in which oll menbers participate, holding club offices, making exhibits, 
demonstrating in public, ond serving as a junior town director or a local club 
leader, It will be noted that in the two areas studied, 90.4 per cent of all 
club members belonged to organized groups, ani that 69.1 per cent made exhibits. 
(Table 28.) Twenty-four per cent of all club members reported that, #% some 
time, they had been 1 club officer, while 15 per cent reported that they had 
demonstrated in public. Inasmuch as only one club member of a tom each year 
can serve as a junior director, the 2 per cent reported, is necessarily low, 
The fact thnt club work in the areas studied is, at the most, only 10 years 
old, makes the percentage serving »s local leaders necessarily low also. One 
of the increasingly recognized benefits of club work is the opportunity afford- 
ed for young people to come in contact with college-trained men and women. 
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These contacts usunlly mke for n greater number and variety of in- 
terests on the part of boys md girls, often stimulating them to do thingy 
ot thought possible heretofore. The records show that 69 per cent of the 
members in the two arens studied, reported contacts with county extension 
agents, and that 23.2 per cent reported having had contact with members of 
the Strte college staff. 


The data collected mould seem to indicate that club beys and girls 
are making an earnest effort to serve their communities, They reported that 
in 111 they had helped 4&4 adults and 687 other young people to improve their 
own fara end home practices, I+ would appear that the average club member 
passed on information to approximately two other people. This is not incon- 
sistent with the information in Table 8, page 11, which is on a family basis. 


Table 26... articipation in Club Activities and Contact with 
icecream 
Extension Workers 


she gE Rin: CI mn rane 
2 re : ' 1 
Item RE EW eke OO TO RY 2 eS 


Fok a ee il -Nunber:Percentage: Number :PercentazeiNunberiPercentagze 
Club menbers-----~....-_~ Pe OL ek LAO el: OREO of BRT: 100 ,0 
Members of organized } ; : : : : 
Clubs---~-------------.-; 326 : ee uate 2568. ib, (aout 90.4 
POLAW Oft VC 6. 4) 6 ah = wane. $ G9 ; Rae) Be Ae Boa 26 eB: 24.3 
CumaOr directores-——-—mom : 103 i a ayy 0.5 Bl st aad 
ESR Wey de help | coy ey eee 67-9 2.8) 139 71.9 OSL 4 69.1 
Made demonstration tean--: 64: fy ee 19 ; G05 2 83 : Ba. 
Contact with county ex- ; ; : ; : ‘ 
tention agentg-e-=-.-.--: 235 ; Sao f° I45.: BOD. ¥ OBO: 69.0 
Contact with members of : 3 : : : : 
college staff---------.~ :., 1060: Boyar ft 283 Las Be tae 20 ee 
Served as local é@lub : : : ‘ : : 
leader--~-~----~--.-~--..— ‘ 12 Baewhis oes a 1G: Led 
<i neste. oesstriynom ems naemenemeennrn apne Sin weeny inp eee eo 


Other Ways in Which Members Have Been Benefited by Club Work 


ee 


It is difficult to determine by means of a survey of this character 
all the ways in which members have been benefited by club work. However, those 
making the study were impressed by the various expressions of appreciation on 
the part of the young people interviewed. Twenty-five per cent of the menbers 
reported the opportunity afforded through club work to make noney. (Tahle 29.) 

A large proportion of these reported also that they were banking the money thus 
carned. Others reported that they were using the money earned through club work 
for educational purposes, to pay for their ciothimg, to increase their fam or 
home enterprise, or to improve their home. Three memvers reported that they 
had paid for installing electric lights in their homes. 
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Nearly <0 per cent reported thet they had been especially bene 
Tited by subject-matter informtion regarding their porticular result demon~ 
stration, while nearly 10 per cent reported that they had been able, through 
club work, to assume responsibility in regard to certain fam and hone enter- 
prises, as making their om clothes, canning the season's supply of fruits 
and vegetables, doing the general housework, raising poultry and caring for 
the garden. 


Iwelve per cent of the total number of young people reported that 
through club work they had gained self-confidence, and nearly 10 per cent re- 
ported that, through club work they had learned how to conduct organized 
meetings. An equal number referred especially to the practical experience 
acquired in farm and home work. It is to be noted that the urben boys and 
girls seemed to appreciate these last three benefits considerably more than 
did the rural boys and girls, 


Table 29. - Other Ways in Which Members Have Been Denefited 
SN Er a I I ET IRS gn cipe ee wees Ga a a ed 
by Glub Work 


oo : Rural 3 Urban : Total 
TH ee eee eae - 

tla: eee a ee iNumber:Porcentaze:Nugber:Percentaze :Number: Percentage 
adorning of noney-------: 95 ; Meriee. Shae 7} Boe Se MLAS ow 
Sub ject-matter infor- 5 ; : : : 
mation-----------_---- De es tai. Mee Be 34.4. : 109: 19.8 
pelf-confidence-----~.-; 27 ; (aes 42 25..8 ogy" ae, 
Practical experience in: : : : 

rarmiand home work<----; Bo. ;: Web) (aeupac Laweay $ 54 3 RE 
Ability to conduct : : : : : 
meetings------~----_.- ee Perm ea? 2 Li Ome: aw a 9.d 
Aabition to do worth- : ; : : : : 

while things-----.--~-; Oy Dae el Leen: a9 Dan 
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Educational advantages-: 13 : net Vg 3.8 20 : 3-6 
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Improvement of health--: 8 ; ve) me Dee L002 1.8 
Miscellancoug=---—<-awae er Sa 6.2 ll Cds gi \) aes 6.2 
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The study includes 856 rural hones, 371 cural voys and girls in club 
work, 311 rural boys and zirls of club age but not in club work, and 180 city 
boys and girls in club work. 


More than four out of every five families were informed about club 
work through experience, observation, or reading. 
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Local exhibits and team demonstrations were seen by 10 tines as 
any pcopre as were similar activities at the astern States axhibition end 
by three times as many people as saw the county-wide events of like nature. 


Nearly £3 per cent of all families and more than 67 per cent of 
the families with children of club age, were or at some previous time had 
been represented by a boy or girl in club work. Fifty-four per cent of the 
boys and girls from 10 to 20 years of age had engaged in club work. 


Slightly less than 40 per cent of the families reported some con- 
tact regarding club work with representatives of the extension service. 


In the case of 16 per cent of the homes, improved agricultural or 
home-making practices had been adopted as the result of club work. The in- 
fluence of club work upon better farm and home praétices was. almost entirely 
confined to hones where boys and girls were enrolled in club work. 


The junior result demonstration was reported as having influenced 
Change of practice in 69 per cent sf the cases. Other methods reported in 
a large number of cases were bulletins, method denonstrations, and general 
meetings. 


The club agent was associated with the change of practices in 96 
per cent of the cases, and the local leader in 68 per cent of the cases. 


The ratio of families Changing practices, to families with boys 
and girls in club work is small, being only slightly more than half; but 
is fully as large in the Massachusetts area as in other areas studied. 


About the same proportion of village and farm homes were represented 
in club work. Thirty per cent of the families owning their homes or farms had 
boys and girls in club work, while this was true of but 20 per cent of the 
families renting. 


The likelihood of a farn boy or girl taking wo club work is apparent- 
ly nearly 50 per cent greater in the case of large farms than in the case of 
soall-sized farms. 


The local leader plays a very important part in boys! and Zirls! 
club work as indicated by the large number of contacts reported and the in- 
fluence credited leaders in bringing about the adoption of better practices. 


The actual doing of the work by the boy or girl on the farm or in 
the home is the most valuable feature of club work as viewed by the adult. 


Approximately four out of five persons interviewed believed in the 
value of club work, the fifth person being indifferent or uninformed. The op- 
position to extension work with Juniors was practically negligible. 


Nearly 50 per cent of the fanilies interviewed reported that club 
work had stimulated young people to greater interest in farm and home activi- 
ties and had incrensed the active participation of all rural people in con- 
munity affairs. 
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While approximately 50 per cent more school children of club aE 
have been in club work than in tne case of children of similar age not in 
school, it is interesting to note that in the case of the latter group nearly 
two out of five were conducting or had previously conducted result denonstra- 
tions. 


Club members remained in club work on the average but 1.5 years. 
One out of every two club members carried on two club projects. 


Slightly more than three-fifths of all junior demonstrations were 
carried on but one year, one-fourth two years, one-sixteenth three years, and 
one twenty-fifth four or more years. 


The conbined Menibership of boys and girls of club age in boy scouts, 
girl scouts, and similar organizations was one-third that of enrollment in 
boys! and girls! clubs. 


The school was the most important single agency through which boys 
and girls were interested in club work - practically one-half of the club nen- 
bers having been enrolled through that agency. 


The club meeting with its social activities was the feature of club 
work most interesting to club members. The principal benefits from club work 
as viewed by club members and former club mebers were the earning of money 
(reported by one-out of every four); the skill acquired in performing in- 
proved farm and home practices (reported by more than one out of six); in- 
creased self-confidence in conducting meetings (reported by one out of eight), 
and in assuming responsibility for certain farm and home enterprises (reported 
by one out of ten): and practical experience in farm and home work (reported 
by one out of every ten). 


Only one-fifth of the boys and girls of club age not in club work 
had had contact with any extension worker, While over two-thirds had never at- 
tended a club meeting nor were acquainted with any boy or girl in club work. 


The study indicates that club work has been effective in gaining 
entrance to rural homes, in improving farm and hone practices, in bringing 
about greater interest and participation in community affairs, and in making 
the individual boys and girls involved more useful citizens. It must be kept 
in mind that the data presented applies to but a small portion of one county, 
and may or may not be typical of the entire State of Massachusetts, or of any 
large section of the country. It is felt, however, that the study brings out 
many significant facts of vital interest to extension workers and will doubt- 
less lead to other more detailed studies. 
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PALM AND HOMs SURVEY OF THe RESULTS OF 4-H ClUL WORK 


Community _ Hm neta Re eee TM) MY g Datel Renter |. Owmer: .Fhone 
Nane Address Size of farn___ 
Years in community Moe of homet Baral. ~ Village. Suburban. 
Kind of road__——sNumber in family: Adults Children's ages 


Connection with club work retar 
—. a a a al ate lh eel 
Nanie __Froject andl eS GB Eee 


cae 


oe meer 


Other project work seen ob 
If none seen, do you know of any in community? __ SpA ceded 
If none seen or known of personally, have you ever read about club work? 


ee 


er ee ee 


ixhibits of club work seen: Local _County Sastern States 
Public demonstrations by club newbers attended: Local County___—ss—§ Hastern 3_ 


Other club activities attended___ 

Which features of club work do you consider nost valusble?_ 
seas Valugobeg u, 

Contacts with extension agents regarding club work: Club agent 
County agent : Home Dem. agent 
Specialists state leaders 

Names of local leaders of club work with whom contacts have been rade 
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uxtension Services of the Massachusetts Agricultural College and of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture cooperating. 


Wig. Ael. ~- Obverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data 
for adults 
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Fam and Home Practices Adopted as the Result of Club Work 
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Extension agents involved Name of 
Practice + Methods responsible | ‘el abs CO. 2H Shoe are. local leader 
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How hes club Pak benefited the community? _ 
bY greeter interest in farm and home life 
By greeter Re eae in conmunity affairs 
Other ways _ Vedi Sasied ack 
Suggestions for improvement of club work 


Size of home project be sercer. | Or smaller 
Number of local leaders be increa oP Sabai alle EO decreased Mba 
Requirements for club work more rigid Or less ; rigid 
Beeches boys and girls who are older” _Or younger 
Reacnes boys énd girls in school _ Or out of echool 


Other suggestions Boe Bae AT 
Attitude tovard club work _ 
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Corx resoonden ce (cor.), Office calls (o.c,), Telephone calls (tel,.), Fam visits 
(f, V.), Leeder reining meeting oh bt ody (OL Latin toad), Circular letters 
cir.L.), News service bye ye), Junior result demonstration (home project)- 
(Gem.Jr.), Team den ustration (t.dem.), Method denonstration meeting (m..dem.), 
senerel meeting (mtg.), Exhibit (exh.), Indirect (ind. a 
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Fig. A-c, - Reverse gide of questionnéire card used in collecting data 
. for adults 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING BOYS AND GiRLS 
WHO HAVE BEEN IN CLUB WORK 


Name of parent PAOV GSS One wis 
Type of home: Rural ———Village__ Suburban. Urban Set Sloman 
POM LON Gd POG UO Ya wae we a 
CERO ONE Cie ns es ws eee ge 
Two-day trip---------+- 
Jr. director meeting-- 


DUTIES eos sine wr oma pr ees oe a gts 
AR Q@-— na a 
b Aca Mis) fa a lod -y ee, ape APO Eg oe AR 
How influenced to become 
POORE a be luets ei 24> p ghee eget eae ee enn a 
Projects carried on and 
Years ith  O2Ch—-——--+es ew 
Member of organized club----- 
Member demonstration team---- 
State camp------~----- 
| 
| 


Record No, Community 

Wisi Go-NelG:.in. otibh--~——~...<« 

Attend county field day+-~--- 
Camp Vail----~------~-- 


Other trip--------~---+- | 
Contact with Co, Ext. mice 
Rep. Agr. College-------~---- 
Iienber of Boy Scouts----~---~ 

Girt Scouts------+-~ 
Campfire Girls----= 
Other B & G Clubs-~ 
Ever & club leader-~--~-------~ 
What influenced you to be- 
come 2 leader-----~------~--~ 
Principal achievement as a 
club member~~--~------~~----+- 
Additional education ac- 
quired as result of club wor 
Money made through club work~ 
Use made of this money------- 
Avocation taken up as result 
of ciub work--~-----~~------- 
Other ways in which you have 
Benefited from club work---- | 
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Fig, B-l. - Obverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data 
for boys and girls 
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Fig. B-2, 
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Number adults influenced by 
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BOYS AND GIRLS IN CLUB WORK (Cont. } 


your work---~-~~-~-----~-~-~~ _ 
Number other young people 
influenced by your work----- 
What do you like about club 
work---~~~-~~~-~~~-~~~--~~----~ 
What do you dislike about 
club work~--~--~-+~---~-~--+.-.~ 
SP Om, OO OU DS C1 Obata elegans 


Did club work influence the 
choice of this occupation--- 

Present address (only in caso 
of club members who have 
left home)~~-—~------.-..-- 


Shnts iscd ts Nal epenesed een Sadie, ibs adits teel 
How has club work influenced the city home? 


a ae eh cp ee Se ee eng aervanclsc ese pphont saanennt 
2S EER Se SET FEA aE 
INFORMATION ANF ORMATION REGARDING RURAL BOYS AND GIRLS OF 


CLUB AGE (10-20 yrs. i AGE (10-20 yrs. inc.) WHO ARE NOT IN CLUB WORK 


Baum i Moye Poe aes ___ Community 
Name of parent. _Address 
Type of home: Rural Re eitaes Suburban 


De met a me mes a er et ey ne Ate er et ee ek ne need we weet ee er 


ee ee me me ee ee mee a es eee a re ee a ee ee ey et 


SORT ea te a ae a ny a es re ee a ye 


Contact with Co, Ext, Agts.-—- 
Rep. Agr. College----~-~----- 
Member of Boy Scouts---~---~-- 
Girl Scouts-------- 
Campfire Girls-+--- 
Other B&G Clubs-- 
Know other B & G in club work 
Ever attend club activity-~-- 
Reasons for not being club 


Information supplied by 
Extension Services of the Massachusetts Agricultural Col- 
lege and of the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Cooperating. 


boys and girls 


-~ Reverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data for 
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